
Periodical Inspection and Maintenance of Permanently installed Fire - 

Extinguishing Systems, Portable Fire Extinguishers and air cylinders of 

Breathing Apparatus 

  

Circular No. 6/2000  

TEN 1/5 

TEN 32/4/7/1 

  

26 May 2000  

  

All Recognised and Authorised Classification Societies All Owners, Managers and 

Representatives of Ships under the Cyprus Flag 

With reference to the above subject, please note the following requirements which 

will henceforth apply to Cyprus Ships. 

  

1. General 

1.1 All types of permanently installed fire-fighting systems, all types of portable fire 

extinguishers and breathing apparatus air cylinders must be subjected to periodical 

inspection and maintenance every year, by approved shore based service stations.  

1.2 The attending surveyor may require, based on the results of a periodical 

inspection, certain containers to be, also, tested hydrostatically. 

1.3 Hydrostatic testing is also required after repair.  

1.4 Where the loss of content exceeds 10% for CO2 and 5% for halon, the container 

must be recharged. 

2. Permanently installed fire-fighting systems 

2.1 Fixed gas fire-extinguishing systems  

1. The quantity of medium in containers must be checked every 12 months 

2. Periodic hydrostatic testing of high pressure containers must be carried out for 

not less than 10% of the containers during each 10 years period. 

3. The test pressure shall not be less than 25 N/mm
2
 for CO2 containers and 1,5 

times the working pressure for Halon containers. 

2.2 Fixed foam fire-extinguishing systems in machinery spaces  

The first periodical control of foam concentrates stored on board shall be performed 

after a period of 3 years and, after that, every year. 

  

 

 

 



3. Portable fire extinguishers 

 3.1 Water and foam  

1. The charge must be replaced every 12 months 

2. Containers which are permanently under pressure must be tested 

hydrostatically every 5 years. Containers which are not kept under pressure 

must be tested every 10 years. 

3. The test pressure shall not be less than 1,5 times the working pressure or 2 

N/mm
2
 if the working pressure is unknown. 

3.2 CO2 

1. The charge must be checked every 12 months and replaced at 5 year intervals 

2. Containers must be hydrostatically tested every 5 years. 

3. The test pressure shall not be less than 25 N/mm
2
 

  

3.3 Halon and Powder with shell kept under pressure 

1. The charge must be replaced every 2 years. 

2. Containers must be hydrostatically tested every 5 years 

3. The test pressure shall not be less 1,5 times the working pressure or 2 N/mm
2
 

if the working pressure is unknown. 

3.4 Powder with shell not kept under pressure  

1. The charge must be checked every 12 months and replaced at 5 year intervals. 

2. Containers must be hydrostatically tested every 10 years. 

3. The test pressure shall not be less than 1.5 times the working pressure or 2 

N/mm
2
 if the working pressure is unknown. 

3.5 Propellant bottles of non-pressurized fire extinguishers. 

1. The content must be checked every year 

2. Bottles must by hydrostatically tested every 5 years 

3. The test pressure shall not be less than 2 times the working pressure or 

25N/mm
2
 in the case of a CO2 type with safety devices or 35 N/mm

2
 in the 

case of a CO2 type without safety devices. 

3.6 Spare Charges 

1. For fire extinguishers of the same type, capable of being recharged on board, 

the spare charges must be 100% for the first 10 extinguishers and 50% for the 

remaining extinguishers but not more than 60 (fractions to be rounded off to 

next number). 

2. For fire extinguishers which cannot be recharged by the crew, additional 

portable fire extinguishers of the same quantity, type, capacity and number as 

determined in 1 above should be provided in lieu of spare charges. 



3. Instructions for recharging should be carried on board. Only refills approved 

for the fire extinguisher in question may be used for recharging. Partially 

emptied extinguishers should also be recharged. 

  

4. Air cylinders for breathing apparatus 

4.1 Servicing 

1. The cylinders must be hydrostatically tested every 5 years 

2. The test pressure shall not be less than 1,5 times the working pressure 

4.2 Spare charges 

For every breathing apparatus set, 200% spare charges are required. 

  

  

S. S. Serghiou 

Director 

  

cc: Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Communications and Works 

Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Maritime Offices of the Department of Merchant Shipping abroad 

Diplomatic and Consular Missions of the Republic 

Honorary Consular Officers of the Republic 

Cyprus Shipping Council 

Cypriot Shipowners Association (Sea Rovers) Ltd 

Union of Cypriot Shipowners 

Cyprus Bar Association 

CC/OE 


